
                                Nautilus News 

         Summer 2026


REUNION,

                  REUNION,

                                   REUNION!

This is THE summer news story.  There is very little time for you, 
your family and your friends to register for what promises to be 
an outstanding Nautilus Reunion in Groton/New London.


           Copy and paste the above URLs to your web browser window


NAAI Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/964349679134624/                 

NAAI Website:  ussnautilus.net

https://www.facebook.com/groups/964349679134624
https://www.facebook.com/groups/964349679134624


When:  September 28-30, 2026


Where:  Groton, CT & Vicinity


Hotel:  Hilton Garden Inn, Groton 


Activities:  Fun and Fellowship with Shipmates


     Mon. 28 Sep:  Channel Fever BBQ/Lobster Bake


     Tues. 29 Sep:  Lunch with the HS Nautilus Crew

                             Tour of the Boat

                             Sea Stories Night at the Hotel


     Wed. 29 Sep:  Business Meeting/Election

                             Water Taxi Tour of the Thames

                             Reunion Banquet at Coast Guard

                             Academy


Print the form on the following page.  Complete a copy for each attendee.  Circle the events you 
plan to attend, calculate the total cost and send a check to our treasurer at the address indicated.  
Make sure to call the hotel at 860-445-6800 and make reservations under group code USSNR.    


 




NAUTILUS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 2026 REUNION 

September 28 - September 30, 2026 
Groton-New London, Connecticut 

Registration Form 
(Please complete a form for each individual attending) 

Name _____________________________ Address ___________________________________________________ 

Crew Member? Yes___ No ___  Years Aboard ________________Rank While Aboard __________________ 

Plank Owner? ___ PANOPO? ___ Decom Crew? ___ Historic Ship? ___ 

If non-crew, name of related crew member ________________________ 

Phone ________________ Email ____________________________________ 

EVENT                                                                                      COST 
               (Circle Cost & No Cost for all Events You are Attending) 
Registration Fee (Non-Refundable) $20.00 
_________________________________________________     (Mandatory) 
Monday, September 28, 2026 
                           
9 am - 4 pm:  Arrival/Check-in Hilton Garden Inn                No Cost 
                              
6 pm - 9 pm:  Channel Fever $30 BBQ 
BBQ & Lobster Clambake (Circle choice if attending) $65 Lobster 
Tuesday, September 29, 2026                 

1 pm - 3 pm:  Lunch Honoring Historic Ship Crew &  No Cost  
40th Anniversary of Museum/Ship opening to Public 

3 pm - 5 pm:  Tour of Museum & Historic Ship Nautilus  No Cost 

7 pm - 9 pm:  Hist. Ship Crew & Legacy Sea Stories           No Cost 
Pizza, Calzones & Drinks - Hilton Hospitality Rooom  
Wednesday, September 30, 2026 

9 am - 10:30 am:  NAAI Business Meeting/Election  No Cost 

11 am - 2 pm:  Tour Thames River Heritage Park  $15.00 
Aboard Water Taxi (Departs Museum 11, 12, & 1) 

5pm - 9 pm:  Nautilus Reunion Banquet.  Cocktail  $65.00 
Hour 5-6 pm, Banquet 6-9 pm  
                                                        Total $_______ 

Make Hotel Reservations at the 
Hilton Garden Inn, 224 Gold Star 
Hwy (Rt. 184), Groton, CT, by 
calling 860-445-6800. 

Use Group Code USSNR for 
Reunion Rates.  (Rate also applies 
to Sept 27 and Oct. 1 for longer 
stays.) 


Or make reservations online by 
typing or copying and pasting this 
link into your browser window:


https://www.hilton.com/en/book/
reservation/deeplink/?
ctyhocn=GONNLGI&groupCode=
USSNR&arrivaldate=2026-09-27&
departuredate=2026-10-01&cid=
OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLi
nk&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT


          


Make Checks Payable to 

NAAI


Send this form and check to:


2026 NAAI Reunion 
Rick Faircloth, Treasurer 
PO Box 104 
Baconton, GA 31716 

Send Form & Check 
No Later Than Aug. 15, 2026 



  President’s Message 

Hello Nautilus Community!  This will be my 
last newsletter president’s message since I will 
be relinquishing the president’s gavel after the 
election of officers and board members during 
the reunion business meeting in September.  

     It has been an incredible honor to have 
served as president of NAAI for the past four 
years.  

    We had a great PANOPO reunion and 
recognition ceremony at Historic Ship Nautilus 
in August of 2023 that was attended by the 
majority of our surviving PANOPOs and their 
families.  This was followed by a tremendous, 
well-attended Nautilus Reunion in 2024 
(thanks to Wanda Sells for organizing it).

     We’ve awarded over a dozen Nautilus 
Scholarships of approximately $3,500 each to 
deserving descendants of Nautilus shipmates.

     We’ve researched all public sources and 
found hundreds of our missing shipmates, 
unfortunately many already on Eternal Patrol, 
and have continued to reach out to family 
members to increase our legacy membership.  
And we managed to recruit the majority of the 
current Historic Ship Nautilus sailors to join 
NAAI.  

     We have continued to enjoy a great 
relationship with the OIC and leadership of the 
Submarine Force Library & Museum and its 
non-profit supporting association, the 
Submarine Force Library & Museum 
Asssociation.  In fact, the SFL&M Association 
is providing over half the cost of our 2026 
Reunion’s “Lunch With The Crew” which will 
be free for our reunion attendees and for the 
crew. (Thanks to Kathy Lotring, Exec. Dir.)  

     My successor, which appears to be our 
current vice president and retired YNCM(SS) 
Frank Reinhold (68-69 YN2)  is an outstanding 
choice who has some great ideas that will 
propel NAAI into a very successful future.  

(no one else has expressed interest in the 
position but it will be open to the floor for 
nominations at the election.)


 


     It’s been a great four years.  I’ve enjoyed 
immensely helping our association move 
forward.  But it’s time for me to step aside and 
get back to more writing, boating, and 
traveling.

     I hope to see you in Groton!  Regardless, I 
remain available to all by email or telephone.   
Phone: 401-644-6839, email: 
lonbarham1@gmail.com

       


                                                                  


mailto:lonbarham1@gmail.com
mailto:lonbarham1@gmail.com





Scholarship Report


NAAI is pleased to announce that four scholarships have been awarded for the 
upcoming school year to some very deserving descendants of Nautilus sailors.  















                                              








A  MAJOR  EVENT  IN  THE 
LEGACY  OF  NAUTILUS


As we approach August 3rd and the sixty-eighth anniversary of the world’s first transit of 
the Northwest Passage from the Pacific to the Atlantic via the NOrth POle (PANOPO) it is 
an appropriate time to post a few photos of that historic event.  

It all started in Hawaii














A Bit Of Humor




Reunion T-Shirts


Shirts may be darker than shown




T-Shirt Order Form


Name _____________________________________________


Address ___________________________________________


__________________________________________________


So we will know numbers and sizes, please order and pay for shirts ahead of 
time even if you plan to pick them up at the reunion.


Silver Dolphins/Gold Lettering  ____  Gold Dolphins/Silver Lettering ________ (Check one)


Shirts:  Qty _____ Size:  S     ($12 each)      	 	   Total __________

            

            Qty _____ Size:  L     ($12 each)      	 	   Total __________


            Qty _____ Size:  XL   ($12 each)   	 	   Total __________


            Qty _____ Size:  2XL ($12 each)     	 	   Total __________


            Qty _____ Size:  3XL ($12 each)     	 	   Total __________


                                                               	       Subtotal __________

Shipping:  $5 for one or two shirts                            

                 $8 for three or more               	      Shipping __________


No shipping fee if shirt(s) will be

picked up at the reunion                            	            Total __________


Send this form and check for total payment to:


Rick Faircloth, Treasurer

Nautilus Alumni Association, Inc.

PO Box 104

Baconton, GA 31716


NAUTILUS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 2026 REUNION 

September 28 - September 30, 2026 
Groton-New London, Connecticut 

Registration Form 
(Please complete a form for each individual attending) 

Name _____________________________ Address ___________________________________________________ 

Crew Member? Yes___ No ___  Years Aboard ________________Rank While Aboard __________________ 

Plank Owner? ___ PANOPO? ___ Decom Crew? ___ Historic Ship? ___ 

If non-crew, name of related crew member ________________________ 

Phone ________________ Email ____________________________________ 

EVENT                                                                                      COST 
               (Circle Cost & No Cost for all Events You are Attending) 
Registration Fee (Non-Refundable) $20.00 
_________________________________________________     (Mandatory) 
Monday, September 28, 2026 
                           
9 am - 4 pm:  Arrival/Check-in Hilton Garden Inn                No Cost 
                              
6 pm - 9 pm:  Channel Fever $30 BBQ 
BBQ & Lobster Clambake (Circle choice if attending) $65 Lobster 
Tuesday, September 29, 2026                 

1 pm - 3 pm:  Lunch Honoring Historic Ship Crew &  No Cost  
40th Anniversary of Museum/Ship opening to Public 

3 pm - 5 pm:  Tour of Museum & Historic Ship Nautilus  No Cost 

7 pm - 9 pm:  Hist. Ship Crew & Legacy Sea Stories           No Cost 
Pizza, Calzones & Drinks - Hilton Hospitality Rooom  
Wednesday, September 30, 2026 

9 am - 10:30 am:  NAAI Business Meeting/Election  No Cost 

11 am - 2 pm:  Tour Thames River Heritage Park  $15.00 
Aboard Water Taxi (Departs Museum 11, 12, & 1) 

5pm - 9 pm:  Nautilus Reunion Banquet.  Cocktail  $65.00 
Hour 5-6 pm, Banquet 6-9 pm  
                                                        Total $_______ 





A huge THANK YOU goes out to General Dynamics Electric Boat 
for its very generous donation that will allow the Nautilus Alumni 

Association to host ten of the most junior sailors assigned to 
Historic Ship Nautilus at our 2026 Reunion Banquet.  Such 
generousity is typical of the company that makes the World’s Best 
Submarines - to include the USS Nautilus.  THANK YOU, EB!


(Individual board members have volunteered to personally sponsor spouses of 
these young sailors.  If you would like to sponsor one, please let us know at 
lonbarham1@gmail.com or at 401-644-6829.) 


mailto:lonbarham1@gmail.com


The Submarine Force Library & Museum Association is looking 
for volunteers who live in the Groton/New London area to serve as 
docents at the museum.


If you live within driving distance of the museum and can spare a few 
hours every week or two, why not help the museum educate the public by 
serving as a volunteer docent.  The museum will train you and welcome 
you to the museum family.


It’s another way to help ensure the history and accomplishments of 
Nautilus and all American submarines and submariners remain in the 
hearts and minds of our fellow citizens. 


If interested call 800-343-0079




NAUTILUS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 2026 REUNION 

September 28 - September 30, 2026 
Groton-New London, Connecticut 

Registration Form 
(Please complete a form for each individual attending) 

Name _____________________________ Address ___________________________________________________ 

Crew Member? Yes___ No ___  Years Aboard ________________Rank While Aboard __________________ 

Plank Owner? ___ PANOPO? ___ Decom Crew? ___ Historic Ship? ___ 

If non-crew, name of related crew member ________________________ 

Phone ________________ Email ____________________________________ 

EVENT                                                                                      COST 
               (Circle Cost & No Cost for all Events You are Attending) 
Registration Fee (Non-Refundable) $20.00 
_________________________________________________     (Mandatory) 
Monday, September 28, 2026 
                           
9 am - 4 pm:  Arrival/Check-in Hilton Garden Inn                No Cost 
                              
6 pm - 9 pm:  Channel Fever $30 BBQ 
BBQ & Lobster Clambake (Circle choice if attending) $65 Lobster 
Tuesday, September 29, 2026                 

1 pm - 3 pm:  Lunch Honoring Historic Ship Crew &  No Cost  
40th Anniversary of Museum/Ship opening to Public 

3 pm - 5 pm:  Tour of Museum & Historic Ship Nautilus  No Cost 

7 pm - 9 pm:  Hist. Ship Crew & Legacy Sea Stories           No Cost 
Pizza, Calzones & Drinks - Hilton Hospitality Rooom  
Wednesday, September 30, 2026 

9 am - 10:30 am:  NAAI Business Meeting/Election  No Cost 

11 am - 2 pm:  Tour Thames River Heritage Park  $15.00 
Aboard Water Taxi (Departs Museum 11, 12, & 1) 

5pm - 9 pm:  Nautilus Reunion Banquet.  Cocktail  $65.00 
Hour 5-6 pm, Banquet 6-9 pm  
                                                        Total $_______ 

Make Hotel Reservations at the 
Hilton Garden Inn, 224 Gold Star 
Hwy (Rt. 184), Groton, CT, by 
calling 860-445-6800. 

Use Group Code USSNR for 
Reunion Rates.  (Rate also applies 
to Sept 27 and Oct. 1 for longer 
stays.) 


Or make reservations online by 
typing or copying and pasting this 
link into your browser window:


https://www.hilton.com/en/book/
reservation/deeplink/?
ctyhocn=GONNLGI&groupCode=
USSNR&arrivaldate=2026-09-27&
departuredate=2026-10-01&cid=
OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLi
nk&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT


          


Make Checks Payable to 

NAAI


Send this form and check to:


2026 NAAI Reunion 
Rick Faircloth, Treasurer 
PO Box 104 
Baconton, GA 31716 

Send Form & Check 
No Later Than Aug. 15, 2026 



 


Above is the registration form once 
again.  If you haven’t done so already, 
print it, fill it out, and send it in soon.  

Remember, hotel rates go up on 
September 1, 2026. 


END  OF  NEWSLETTER

Please register for the reunion by September 1 to get 
reduced room rates!  Bring your family and friends!


And join our Facebook Group at:


http://www.facebook.com/groups/964349679134624/

(Copy and Paste into your browser window)


Explore our Web Site at:  ussnautilus.net

(Copy and Paste into your browser window)


http://www.facebook.com/groups/964349679134624/

